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The boys took Kuan Ko and laid him in the room they had
prepared. The Moon Lady said to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing: "We must
let our relatives the Ch'iaos know, and send for the priests."
"We will send for the priests to-morrow/' Hsi-m£n said.
He sent Tai An to bear the news to Master Ch'iao, Hsu, the
Master pf the Yin Yang, was summoned to write the certificate,
Pgn IV was given ten taels of silver and told to buy a set of
fir-wood boards and get the carpenters to make a little coffin
for the child.
As soon as the Ch'iaos got the message, Mistress Ch'iao
came. She cried. The Moon Lady and the others cried with
her and told her all that had happened. Then Hsu, the
Master of the Yin Yang, came. "My young brother," he said,
"departed this life exactly at the hour of the monkey." The
Moon Lady told him to look at the black book. Master Hsu
took up his secret book of magic and read:
The young master was born at the hour of the monkey
on the twenty-third day of the sixth month of the year Ping
ShSn in the reign Ching Hoy and flied at the hour of the
monkey on the twenty-third day of the eighth month of
the year Ting Tu of the same reign. This combination of a
Jen Tzu day and a Ting Tu month indicates that another
life and death are before him. We must have no mourners
except the relatives, and, when he is put into the coffin, no
one who was born under the sign of the Snake, the Dragon,
the Rat or the Hare, must be present. It says in my black
book that one who dies on a J$n Tzu day will go upwards
to the Temple of the Precious Vase, or down to Ch'i (Shan-
tung). In his previous existence he was a scion of the house
of Ts'ai in Yen-chou. He extorted money from people by
violence and spent his substance in wild living. He paid no
worship to Heaven and Earth and was lacking in due
reverence for his kinsmen. He caught-a chill, took to his
bed, fouled his bed-clothes, and died. He was born again,
suffered from convulsions, and, ten days ago, some animal
terrified him. On that day his evil star was in the ascendant;
his spirit was taken from him. On that day, too, he was
born again in a family named Wang. He will grow to be a
* military officer and live to be sixty-eight years old.

